SEARCH  FOR  A  RULER
of his family, the throne was offered him but under nuch
conditions and limitations as would have made him, in his ckyn
words, no more than an * Iraqi Rajah5. He himself did not >ee&
the throne, although he felt that if it were freely offered him
by the people he would be obliged to accept the honour
and the duties
Saiyid Talib Pasha of Basra, Minister of Interior, by his
ability, his energy and his influence, was the most outstanding
local candidate. Since his return from Egypt, where he had
rendered valuable sendees to the Allies in arousing the Arabs
against the Turks, he had continued to work as before the war
for 'Iraqi Nationalism. He had, however, stopped short of
advocating violence to eject the British and during the Insur-
rection he had rendered further services to the British Author-
ities, both as intermediary with the insurgents and as Chairman
of the Electoral Law Committee. His enemies maintained,
nevertheless, that, as in the days of the Turks, his activities were
directed primarily towards furthering his own ambitions.
Indeed, he freely admitted to the High Commissioner his
expectations of becoming Amir of Iraq, which, he predicted
in February, 1921, would be accomplished by the autumn of the
same year. So great was the alarm and opposition aroused by
Saiyid Talib Pasha that any original intention the High
Commissioner may have had of using him as head of either
provisional or permanent Government1 was effectually checked
by the knowledge that if Saiyid Talib had many followers
who professed their willingness to die on his behalf, there
were others who would go to the same lengths to prevent
him from becoming head of the State.2 The High Commis-
sioner's disapproval of Saiyid Talib's activities was not lessened
1 Bell, Letters, p. 562
2 Much of the reluctance of Sasun Effendi and others to support the pro-
visional Government, has been explained by the fear that the British Govern-
ment intended to support Talib Pasha.  Ja'far Pasha is stated to have said in
private that *If he had not hesitated to enter the Cabinet, it was only with the
object of defeating Talib Pasha, whose ambitions he regarded as a menace to
the country'. Political Developments in Meso , p. 4.
305